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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

2. Claims 1-4, and 6-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Eastv et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,189,008). 

As to claim 1, Easty et al. discloses an automatic user preference detection system, 
comprising: 

an accessing device (See figure 1, client 16) to access attribute information (See column 

2, lines 66-67, wherein "attribute information" reads on "aggregate profile") of media content 
files (See column 2, lines 58-60, wherein "media" reads on "digital") distributed to a user by a 
media content file distribution source (See figure 1, end server 13); 

a database to store a preference file (See figure 1, end point database 14) for each user of 
the media content file distribution source (See figure 1, end server 13), wherein the preference 
file for each user is utilized (See column 4, lines 22-23, wherein "preferences file" reads on "user 
information") to determine which media content file to select to distribute to the user (See 
column 2, lines 55-57); 
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a program adapted to learn (See figure 1, agenting section 161, also see column 4, lines 
15-18, wherein "adapted to learn" reads on "personal assistant"), based on the user's responses to 
the play of media content files, the user's media content file preferences (See column 4, lines 18- 
21). 

As to claim 2, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the media content files 
are music files (See column 2, line 14). 

As to claim 3, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 1, wherein a rate at which the 
program learns the user's media content file preferences is configurable (See column 4, lines 66- 
67, wherein "the rate" reads on "real time" and wherein "configurable" reads on " continuously 
updated"). 

As to claim 4, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the system learns from 
the user's responses made with user control point (See Figure 1, client 16, also see column 3, line 
49, wherein "user control point" reads on "keyboard, mouse"). 

As to claim 6, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the media content files 
are sent to the user in an Internet stream (See Figure 1, network 15, wherein "internet" reads on 
"network", also see "column 1, line 47, wherein "stream" reads on "downstream data"). 
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As to claim 7, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the program is 
programmable to periodically select media content files based upon alternative criteria (See 
column 2, lines 53-57, also see column 4, lines 22-24, wherein "alternative criteria" reads on 
"user information"). 

As to claim 8, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the program is further 
adapted to learn (See figure 1, agenting section 161, also see column 4, lines 15-18, wherein 
"adapted to learn" reads on "personal assistant") based on the responses of other users of the 
media content distribution source to the play of media content files (See column 4, lines 18-21) 
having similar attributes (See column 4, lines 62-65). 

As to claim 9, Easty et al. discloses an automatic user preference detection system, 
comprising: 

a database (See figure 1, end point database 14) to store a media content preference file 
(See column 2, lines 58-60, wherein "media" reads on "digital") for a user of a media content 
distribution source (See figure 1, end point server 13); 

a read/write device to read from and write to the database (See figure 1, end point server 

13); 

a program adapted to learn (see column 4, lines 15-18, wherein "adapted to learn" reads 
on "personal assistant"), based on the user's responses to the play of media content files, the 
user's media content file preferences (See column 4, lines 18-20). 
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As to claim 10, Easty et aL discloses the system of claim 9, wherein the media content 
files are music files (See column 2, line 14). 

As to claim 1 1, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 9, wherein a rate at which the 
program learns the user's media content file preferences is configurable (See column 4, lines 66- 
67, wherein "the rate" reads on "real time" and wherein "configurable" reads on " continuously 
updated"). 

As to claim 12, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 9, wherein the system learns 
from the user's responses made with a user control point (See Figure 1, client 16, also see column 
3, line 49, wherein "user control point" reads on "keyboard, mouse"). 

As to claim 13, Easty et al discloses the system of claim 9, wherein the media content 
files are sent to the user in an Internet stream (See Figure 1, network 15, wherein "internet" reads 
on "network", also see "column 1, line 47, wherein "stream" reads on "downstream data"). 

As to claim 14, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 9, wherein the program is 
programmable to periodically select media content files based upon alternative criteria (See 
column 2, lines 53-57, also see column 4, lines 22-24, wherein "alternative criteria" reads on 
"user information"). 
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As to claim 15, Easty et al. discloses the system of claim 9, wherein the program is 
further adapted to learn (see column 4, lines 15-18, wherein "adapted to learn" reads on 
"personal assistant") based on the responses of other users of the media content distribution 
source to the play of media content files having similar attributes (See column 6, lines 11-16). 

As to claim 16, Easty et al. discloses a method of automatically detecting media content 
preferences of a user of a media content file distribution source (See column 10, lines 37-40), the 
method comprising: 

accessing attribute information of media content files (See column 2, lines 66-67, 
wherein "attribute information" reads on "aggregate profile") distributed to a user by the 
media content (See column 2, lines 58-60, wherein "media" reads on "digital") file distribution 
source (See figure 1, end server 13); 

reading from and writing to a database (See figure 1, end point database 14) in which a 
media content preference file is stored (See column2, lines 58-59) for a user of the media content 
file distribution source (See figure 1, end point server 13); 

ulitizing a program that determines (See column 4, lines 15-18), based on a user's 
responses during the play of media content files the user's media content preferences (See figure 
3a, and also see column 6, lines 50-53, wherein "during the play" reads on "continuously 
update"), wherein the program selects media content files to send to the user based on the 
determination of the user's media content file preferences (See column 4, lines 18-22). 
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As to claim 17, Easty et al. discloses the method of claim 16, wherein the media content 
files are music files (See column 2, line 14). 

As to claim 18, Easty et al. discloses the method of claim 16, wherein a rate at which the 
program learns the user's media content preferences is configurable (See column 4, lines 66-67, 
wherein "the rate" reads on "real time" and wherein "configurable" reads on " continuously 
updated"). 

As to claim 19, Easty et al. discloses the method of claim 16, wherein the system learns 
from the user's responses made with a user control point (See Figure 1, client 16, also see column 
3, line 49, wherein "user control point" reads on "keyboard, mouse"). 

As to claim 20, Easty et al. discloses the method of claim 16, wherein the entertainment 
content (See column 2, line 12) is sent to the user in an Internet stream (See Figure 1, network 
15, wherein "internet" reads on "network", also see "column 1, line 47, wherein "stream" reads 
on "downstream data"). 

As to claim 21, Easty et al. discloses the method of claim 16, wherein the program is 
programmable to periodically select media content files based upon alternative criteria (See 
column 2, lines 54-57, also see column 4, lines 22-24, wherein "alternative criteria" reads on 
"user information"). 
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As to claim 22, Easty et al. discloses the method of claim 16, wherein the program is 
further adapted to learn (see column 4, lines 15-18, wherein "adapted to learn" reads on 
"personal assistant") based on the responses of other users of the media content distribution 
source to the play of media content files having similar attributes (See column 6, lines 12-15, 
also see column 4, lines 62-65). 

As to claim 23, Easty et al. discloses a preference detection software program (See 
column 8, lines 31-32) comprising: 

a computer-readable medium (See figure 1, client 16); and 

a computer-readable program code (See column 4, line 17), stored on the computer- 
readable medium (See column 4, linel7), utilized for 

receiving attribute information of media content files distributed by a media content 
distribution source (See column 4, lines 50-53, wherein "attributes" read on "characteristics of 
the content"), 

reading from and writing to a database (See figure 1, end point database 14) media 
content preference files (See column 2, lines 58-60, wherein "media" reads on "digital") used by 
the media content distribution source (See figure 1, end point server 13), 

determining, based on responses of a user (See column 6, lines 43-44) of the media 
content distribution source to playing of media content and responses of other users to media 
files with similar attributes (See figure 3a, and also see column 6, lines 50-53, wherein "during 
the play" reads on "continuously update"), the user's entertainment content preferences (See 
column 2-6), and 
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selecting media content files to send to the user based on the user's determined media 
content file preferences (See column 5, lines 4-7). 

As to claim 24, Easty et al. discloses the preference detection software program (See 
column 8, lines 31-32) of claim 23, wherein the media content files are music files (See column 
2, line 14). 

As to claim 25, Easty et al. discloses the preference detection software program (See 
column 8, lines 31-32) of claim 23, wherein a rate at which the program learns the user's media 
content preferences is configurable (See column 4, lines 66-67, wherein "the rate" reads on "real 
time" and wherein "configurable" reads on " continuously updated"). 

As to claim 26, Easty et al. discloses the preference detection software program (See 
column 8, lines 31-32) of claim 23, wherein the system learns from the user's responses made 
with a user control point (See Figure 1, client 16, also see column 3, line 49, wherein "user 
control point" reads on "keyboard, mouse"). 

As to claim 27, Easty et al. discloses the preference detection software program (See 
column 8, lines 31-32) of claim 23, wherein the media content files are sent to the user in an 
Internet stream (See Figure 1, network 15, wherein "internet" reads on "network", also see 
"column 1, line 47, wherein "stream" reads on "downstream data"). 
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As to claim 28, Easty et al. discloses the preference detection software program (See 
column 8, lines 31-32) of claim 23, wherein the program is programmable to periodically select 
media content files based upon alternative criteria (See column 2, lines 54-57, also see column 4, 
lines 22-24, wherein "alternative criteria" reads on "user information"). 

As to claim 29, Eastv et al. discloses the preference detection software program (See 
column 8, lines 3 1-32) of claim 23, wherein the program is further adapted to learn (see column 
4, lines 15-18, wherein "adapted to learn" reads on "personal assistant") based on the responses 
of other users of the media content distribution source to the play of media content files having 
similar attributes (See column 6, lines 12-15, also see column 4, lines 62-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Easty et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,189,008) in view of Laursen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,805,804). 

As to claim 5, Eastv et al. is silent on the method of user control point for the client 
system, he does teach the end user device to access the network to be a television set (See 
column 3, lines 52-53). 
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Easty et aL does not disclose wherein the user control point is a remote control. 
Laursen et al . discloses wherein the user control point is a remote control (See column 6, 
lines 11-12). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to have modified Easty et al . to include the user control point is a 
remote control. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have modified Easty et al . by the teaching of Laursen et al ., because using 
a remote control as user control point for the end user accessing device provides convenience of 
system access and control and providing time savings and would allow an individual to control 
the device remotely. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Easty et al. (Publication No. 2001/0047349) 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 703-305-81 14. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on 703-305-3830. The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular 
communications and 703-746-7240 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



Neveen Abel-Jalil 
November 17, 2002 
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